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Florence M. Griswold was born in Hoboken, New Jersey, in 
November, 1843. He received his education in the public schools 
and at Wittenburg College, Springfield, Ohio. During the Civil 
War he served with the Union forces. At the close of the Civil War 
he returned to Cincinnati and became special agent of the old 
North American Fire Insurance Company of New York, and under 
the supervision of his father, Jeremiah Griswold, general agent of the 
company, spent several months in general field work in that terri- 
tory. In 1866, he was appointed assistant general agent of the 
company and served in that capacity until 1870. In the succeeding 
five years he was connected in various responsible capacities with 
several of the principal fire insurance companies, becoming in 1875 
the general inspector of The Home of New York with headquarters 
in New York City. Since that time he has had charge of the special 
hazards and technical work conducted by The Home Insurance 
Company throughout the whole field of its operations. 

At the time of his entry into the fire insurance business, this enter- 
prise was admitted to be a "system of magnificent guessing" as to 
hazards and rates, wherein a risk was assumed almost without re- 
gard to physical or other hazards. A short experience convinced 
Mr. Griswold that such a method was entirely empirical and he 
began to study the needs of the situation, in order to develop the 
scientific principles underlying it and to put into operation any 
conclusions derived. Among the most important of these was the 
realization that the obligations existing between the insurer and the 
insured are properly mutual, and that anything which tends to the 
profit or safety of one is of value to the other. 

Building upon this foundation, he made himself familiar with 
the processes and methods of all clases of manufacturing industries 
and the fire hazards incident to each, and then began the work 
of making better that which came under his supervision. He 
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assisted in the organization of many of the inspection bureaus and 
he had an active hand in the formulation of a number of schedules 
for rating industrial plants. From the length of his service and 
the knowledge gained by his unceasing study and investigation of 
fire hazards, he became perhaps one of the best versed men in his 
profession and was frequently referred to as "The Dean of Fire 
Insurance Engineers." 

In addition to his work in prevention, he devoted much attention 
to the betterment of public and private fire protection. In this 
particular field, Mr. Griswold was brought into intimate contact 
with the fire and water departments of many of the principal cities 
of this country. For many years he was an ardent advocate and a 
strenuous worker in the attempt to secure universal standards for 
all classes of fire fighting facilities and utilities, especially for public 
fire hose connections. The need for standard hose and hydrant 
threads was apparent. In view of the broad experience and wide 
acquaintance he had throughout the country, the National Fire 
Protection Association selected him to head a special committee to 
secure the adoption of a universal standard. Mr. Griswold accepted 
the task with full knowledge of the many attempts and failures of 
past efforts for its accomplishment. As the result of this persistent 
■effort he secured the official endorsement of his coupling by all 
■of the leading and most influential organizations of the country, 
thus establishing a standard coupling. In 1917, this coupling was 
approved and adopted by the United States Bureau of Standards 
as the "National Standard Hose Coupling and Hydrant Fitting" for 
public fire service. 

Mr. Griswold was a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
the American and the New England Waterworks Associations, the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers, and associate member of 
the International Association of Fire Engineers, to which organiza- 
tion he has for many years been the accredited delegate from the 
National Fire Protection Association; and honorary foreign corre- 
spondent of the British Fire Prevention Committee, and an Honorary 
Life Member of the National Fire Protection Association. 

He was active in his work and was in close touch with all technical 
matters affecting fire prevention work. Few men have had so 
important a part in bringing fire underwriting to a point where it 
can in some truth be called an applied science. 
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During his business connection, embracing forty-seven years in 
the study of the technical principles of fire underwriting, many 
authoritative publications on fire prevention were prepared for 
The Home Insurance Company, whose interest he held paramount 
to all others. 

We can testify to his strict integrity and loyalty. We regret, 
with all others who had the pleasure of his acquaintance, that so 
much has been lost to the fire insurance business. 



